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MAKE EUROPEAN
LAW WORK
Europe's Parliament must
enforce environmental law,
says Anita Pollack,
despite
disruption as more
countries join the EU.

he next five years will be
difficult for the EU, not
only because of the envi
ronmental challenges we
face, but because we are
welcoming 10 new member states
into the European family.
We do not yet know how this will
affect the political makeup of the
European Parliament. However, the
sheer quantity of existing EU environ
ment legislation to be implemented
by the acceding countries could
block further progress.
Vast tranches of new environment
laws are not necessary (though we
do need some), but integrating sus
tainability with social and economic
justice is difficult. Sustainable envi
ronmental policies need strong com
mitment not only from the EU, but at
all levels from local to global.
There is a massive job to be done.
Wildlife is in decline, climate desta
bilisation is accelerating, fish stocks
are depleting, soil erosion, desertifi
cation and access to clean water are
major issues, air pollution and noise
affect health, GM agriculture re
mains a threat, chemicals and waste
are problematic and traffic continues
to clog our cities. Many of the coun
tries joining the EU have degraded
environments, weak environmental
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protection systems and limited re
sources. Some of them also have
precious biodiversity that needs to
be protected from rampant road
building and industrialisation.
These are just a few of the multi
ple, complex challenges facing us,
which is why the UK must argue for
the environment and not be swayed
by business into watering down im
portant measures. There is, for in
stance, a strong practical argument
for creating new environmental taxes
at EU level, but equally strong resist
ance from member states for such
measures.
A manifesto for five years for the
European Parliament could include:
Climate Change: We need vigilance
to ensure Kyoto commitments are
met and higher targets implemented
for reducing greenhouse gas emis
sions. Also increasing use of clean,
renewable energy to 25% of overall
energy consumption by 2020, and
much more work on energy saving.
Chemlcala Policy: The REACH pro
posals (see page 9) have been dilut
ed after pressure from Germany, the
UK and France and need strengthen
ing, in particular to tackle the use of
endocrine disrupting and toxic chem
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icals. This means demanding a
chemicals policy based on phasing
out hazardous chemicals by 2020.

Biodiversity Protection: The EU
has set 2010 as a target for halting
biodiversity decline. This means
enforcing existing legislation, ensur
ing sustainable development is a key
objective for EU regional funds, co
financing for Natura 2000 and radi
cally reforming the CAP.
Waste Not: The EU Parliament
should demand more ambitious
waste reduction targets, a level play
ing field for the recycling industry,
fiscal reform switching taxes from
labour to resource use and clear tar
gets to cut use of natural resources.
Global Action: The EU's record on
trade negotiations is a disgrace. EU
environment policy operates sepa
rately from international policy, par
ticularly that affecting developing
countries. Action is needed on
joined-up policy. EU CAP export sub

sidies must be phased out. We have
to kill this awful statistic that an EU
cow gets more subsidy than an
African child.

Food safety: We need a more holis
tic approach to preventing cruelty to
animals, food production and distri
bution, tackling the power of the
supermarkets, and taking a tougher
approach to GMOs. A tax on pesti
cides and artificial fertilisers could
reflect their true cost to biodiversity
and the environment, as well as sup
port targets to reduce pesticide use
50% over 10 years, improve imple
mentation of the nitrates directive
and combat soil erosion and con
tamination.
Transport: Greenhouse gas emis
sions from transport continue to
rise. We need a framework directive
on infrastructure pricing, quantitative
environmental targets and the
decoupling of transport growth from
economic growth. The present
Strategic Environmental Assessment

Directive should be extended to
apply to structural funds, trans
European transport networks and
particularly their extension to east
ern Europe. The rush to the hydro
gen economy should be watched
carefully, and air pollution directives
revised to deal with damage from
particulate matter.
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Implementation: There is a good
body of EU environment legislation,
but patchy enforcement and imple
mentation. The parliament needs to
scrutinise enforcement, encourage
working with NGOs and ensure that
proper funding is available. It should
also work for co-operation between
the directorates responsible for envi
ronment, food, energy, transport,
structural funds, international affairs
and development.
Anita Pollak is a London Labour
European Candidate and a former
MEP (London SW 1989-99). She is
writing in a personal capacity

Theone-mlnllte manifesto
What would you say is the most important thing to get right for the environment?
I would Uke to seethe "polluter
pays" principle' madecentrai to the
tax. system. This principle would
govern how we tax waste, pollution,
and different for illS. of transport .like
aviation and car use~ Itwould be
combined withPQlicies which en
cOuragedJlf:)opJe. tp fe-use and' recy
cte more. and to use the. most
sustainable form oftransport. Mark

lazarowicz MP, SERA member

Climate change is the greatest
threat to humanity. The government
should commit to securing effective
EU emission targets and trading
schemes, persuading Russia tarat
ifyttleKyoto Protocol and the US to
a(joptclimate-change targets, cut
ting carbon emissions from trans,.
port and increasing support for
renewable technologies. Bryony
Worthington, Friends. of the Earth.

14 new ground campaigning for environmental change and social justice

J would like to see the government
do more to promote individual be
havioural change through tax incen
tives that encourage efficiency of
water, .energy and .land use and re
duce demand· for transport. "Doing
more with less" should be inte
grated through()utpublfc. policy and
nQt confined to environmental is
sues. J!Jlie Foley,. Institute for .Public
Policy Research, SERA Executive.
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